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Goodrich Island in the St. Sebastian River was donated by the
Goodrich family to the Florida Audubon Society, now Audubon
of Florida. The island’s history and status as a bird sanctuary was
apparently a surprise to Pam Cooper, the Director of the Archive
Center at the Indian River County Main Library in Vero Beach (as
well as the rest of us), when she stumbled upon information
about the island. It was our surprise when an article about what
she uncovered appeared in the September 2022 issue of Space
Coast Living magazine. That story is available to read online at
https://spacecoastliving.com/x-marks-the-spot.

Pam, with the assistance of the Goodrich home current owners,
was able to locate descendants of the Goodrich’s who provided a
wealth of information and historic photos of the property in
Roseland, FL. We thank them for the use of those photos here in
this presentation. Additional aerial photos were provided thanks
to Jeff Howe.



James and Ella Goodrich

The Goodrich’s first came to the Sebastian area, from Connecticut, in 1919 and
purchased their property in Roseland in 1925, building their home there in about 1927.



Original Goodrich home, built c. 1927 and burned in the 1930s



View of St. Sebastian River from Goodrich home, ¢c.1928



Being one of the only pools in the area at the time, baptisms were often
held at the Goodrich’s home. It was a deep pool and therefore had to be
partially drained to accommodate. C.1929
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Mary Goodrich Jenson

Mary Goodrich Jenson (November 6, 1907 —
January 4, 2004) was an early woman aviator and
journalist who became the first woman in Connecticut
to earn a pilot's license and the first woman to fly solo to
Cuba. She was inducted into the Connecticut Women's
Hall of Fame in 2000.

Mary Goodrich Jenson

Education and personal life

Mary Goodrich was born in Hartford, Connecticut on
November 6, 1907 to Ella E. (Reed) Goodrich and James
Raymond Goodrich.2]  Her grandfather Elizur
Stillman  Goodrich ran the Hartford—New York > -

Gl N
Steamboat Company and the Hartford—Wethersfield Mary Goodrich Jenson - aviatar

Horse Railway.[3] She attended the Collegio Gazzola in | Bom November 6, 1907

Verona, Ttaly, and Gibbs College before moving on to Hartford, Gonnectiout

Columbia University.'] Died January 4, 2004
(aged 96-97)

In 1940, she married Carl D. Jenson, with whom she

had twao children.[13] Hartford

Nationality American

Career as pilot and journalist Occupation journalist

Known for  Ninety-Nines

Jenson earned her pilol's license in 1927, at the age of
20, thereby becoming the first woman in Connecticut to
achieve that milestone. While she was still training for
her pilot's license, she also pursued a career in journalism. The Hartford Courant hired her
as its first aviation editor on condition that she obtain her pilot's license before a rival
reporter for the Hartford Times, which she did.[3! She would later become the first woman
to have a bylined column in the paper.[!]

Spouse Carl D. Jenson

A year after obtaining her license, Jenson bought her first plane, a Fairchild KR-21 single-
engine bip\ur\:_*.[-"] She competed in air shows in events such as racing and "bomb throwing,”
which involved dropping bags of flour at ground l;ugets.m
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Mary Hanmer Goodrich, c. 1928, Mary Goodrich was quite an accomplished young woman. She was the first
daughter of James and Ella, licensed pilot in Connecticut, a founding member of the Ninety-Nine women’s
with lion fountain which supplied aviation organization, and a colleague of Amelia Earhart. She was inducted
water for the pool from a well. into the Connecticut Women’s Hall of Fame in 2000. Click on each of the
images above for a link to more information about Mary Goodrich Jenson.


https://www.cwhf.org/inductees/mary-goodrich-jenson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Goodrich_Jenson

Goodrich pool deck with Mary’s initials, photo by Jason Hook



Goodrich pool today with original lion fountain. Photo by Jason Hook



Frank and Kay Basiden were neighbors of the Goodrich’s. Frank was an artist and Kay was quite active in civic
and conservation issues. Kay’s assistance in Goodrich Island becoming a bird sanctuary is outlined in the
following letter and news clipping, provided by Audubon of Florida.

Front porch, Baisden home, Roseland, c. 2010. From the blog “Bless Our Hearts” by Mary Moon. Click here
to read more.


http://www.blessourhearts.net/2011/09/story-fifty-years-and-more-in-making.html




Florida Today article
July 19, 1968, courtesy of
Audubon Florida



Goodrich Island looking northeast, photo by Jeff Howe



Goodrich Island looking north towards Micco, photo by Jeff Howe



Goodrich Island looking south towards Roseland, photo by Jeff Howe



Goodrich Island looking northwest towards Micco, photo by Jeff Howe



Goodrich Island looking west towards C-54 Canal, photo by Jeff Howe



Goodrich Island looking west towards St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park
Photo by Jeff Howe
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